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Scenic Drive barricades at mall on hold
City to monitor traffic in area to see if congestion develops
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Thursday, November 24, 2005

BY MATT BUEDEL
OF THE JOURNAL STAR

PEORIA - The city believes it has an early 
Christmas present for holiday shoppers this 
year - an end to annual traffic changes at 
Northwoods Mall. 

Officials hope the opening of the new 
interchange with Interstate 74 at Sterling 
Avenue will relieve congestion around the 
mall so the annual road closures won't be 
necessary. 

"You have to try the new scheme 
sometime," Peoria Public Works Director 
Steve Van Winkle said Wednesday. "I don't think it's bad to try it." 

A hallmark of the day after Thanksgiving, traditionally known to usher in the 
Christmas shopping season, for years has been the closure of part of Scenic Drive 
between Sterling and the mall entrance. 

After sending out a press release announcing the usual rerouting earlier this 
month, the city modified its plan Wednesday, instead deciding to monitor traffic in 
the area and react, if necessary. 

"We have everything out there to put the barricades up in position as in the 
past," Van Winkle said. "It wouldn't take us very long to put it all together if we 
need to." 

Should that happen, the usual closures will be implemented: Eastbound Scenic 
from Sterling to the mall entrance would close to all traffic, and motorists 
traveling west from Brandywine Drive at Scenic would be forced to turn north on 
War Memorial Drive, rather than going straight toward the mall. 

Van Winkle said the change in plans came after a conversation he had with 
Councilman Bill Spears on Tuesday. 

"Let's just see what happens, at least initially," Van Winkle said. 

Storm-sewer relocation work on War Memorial near Northwoods Mall, meanwhile, 
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