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BY MATT BUEDEL
OF THE JOURNAL STAR

PEORIA - When Herman Johnson started his construction company four 
years ago, he knew only what he had learned on the job over the previous 
30 years as a heavy equipment operator. 

This year, with the help of a communitywide effort that included training 
sessions from the Illinois Department of Transportation, Johnson's J&J 
Construction is landing contracts worth well into six figures. 

"I've always wanted to operate my own company, but I didn't know how to 
manage it," he said Thursday at a meeting between IDOT officials and 
minority community leaders. 

A collaborative effort between IDOT, area ministers and other 
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organizations, such as the Peoria Black Chamber of Commerce, to help 
minority contractors grow fledgling businesses gave Johnson's company an 
edge in winning successively larger contracts, he said. 

"We went from $20,000 to $100,000," Johnson said. "Now we're doing half 
a million." 

He isn't the only success story. Other companies, such as Epic 
Construction, started in 2003 by Sam Hobson, and Central Illinois Rebar, 
owned by Roger Fleming, have benefited from apprenticeships and training 
sessions on cost estimation and erosion control, to name a few. 

IDOT developed the programs in conjunction with the Interstate 74 
overhaul in an attempt to exceed federal mandates for 9 percent of 
contracts and subcontracts to be awarded to minority-owned companies. 
That percentage has almost been doubled in both stages of construction. 

"Right away, we realized there were needs in the community," said IDOT 
implementation engineer George Ryan, citing his department's emphasis 
on training local companies to work on state-sponsored contracts. 

Minority contractors were generally proficient in performing field work but 
needed help in business management, Ryan said. So the highway 
department developed its programs accordingly. 

Since then, minority-run businesses have accounted for 17 percent, or just 
more than $17 million, of the three contracts for the first stage of I-74 
construction, with nearly $2 million paid out to black contractors, $2.3 
million going to Hispanics and about $13 million to female contractors. 

For the ongoing stage-two work, IDOT has committed 15 percent, or just 
more than $26 million, to minority companies. Black contractors are 
expecting $8.3 million, while $7.5 million is earmarked for Hispanic 
contractors and females are due about $11 million. 

"Across the state, no one else can boast numbers like these," said Joe 
Crowe, district engineer for the Peoria area. 

 

 

file:///c|/Documents%20and%20Settings/EMosher/Desktop/DBE%20story.htm (2 of 3)2/14/2005 4:47:35 AM

http://www.pjstar.com/news/inspections.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/index.shtml
http://www.accuweather.com/adcbin/local_index?nav=home&thisZip=61643&partner=pjstar
http://www.pjstar.com/sports/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/opinion/editorialindex.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/business/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/entertainment/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/lifestyles/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/neighbors/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/special_sections.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/special_sections.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/images/index.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/advertising/classifieds/forms/classiform.html
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=165
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/result.asp?brd=418&CategoryID=1&PAG=308&ClassificationID=3&radiusmiles=50&geoloc=Peoria%2C+IL&city=&state=&datepub=10%2F4%2F00&andor=or&keyword1=&keyword2=&keyword3=&keyword4=&notkeyword1=&RecordsPerPage=25&x=8&y=9
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=1
http://www.pjstar.com/services/special/careerbuilder/index.html
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=168
http://www.pjstar.com/services/garagesales/garagesales.html
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=108
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=108
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=163
http://www.pjstar.com/services/jumps/mortgageratesclassifieds.html
http://people2people.com/default.plex?connect=PJSTAR
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=162
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=167
http://www.pjstar.com/services/journalstar/journalstar.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/weddings.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/contacts/contacts.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/internships.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/nie/index.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/nie/index.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/photos.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/births.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/subscriptions/singlecopy.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/subscriptions/singlecopy.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/sitemap.shtml
http://www.centralillinoisads.com/
http://www.pjstar.com/services/promotion.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/jumps/businessdirectory.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/journalstar/journalstar.shtml
http://216.247.167.209/feedback/feedback.html
http://216.247.167.209/feedback/feedback.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/redirects/lawyers.html


PJStar.com - Journal Star News

make sense? Do 
you have questions 
about why we 
covered a specific 
event in a certain 
way? Do you have 
a news tip, or a 
question about this 
story we didn't 
cover? Or would 
you like to write a 
letter to the editor? 
We want to know 
what you think. 

Contact Editor | Copyright | Make us your home page | Subscribe | Contact Us | Archives | Submit an Ad 

© 2004 PEORIA JOURNAL STAR, INC. :: ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
1 News Plaza, Peoria, IL 61643 :: 1-309-686-3000 

file:///c|/Documents%20and%20Settings/EMosher/Desktop/DBE%20story.htm (3 of 3)2/14/2005 4:47:35 AM

http://216.247.167.209/feedback/feedback.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/journalstar/copyright.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/makehome.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/promotion.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/contacts/contacts.html
http://www.pjstar.com/system/search.html
http://www.centralillinoisads.com/
http://www.pjstar.com/services/journalstar/copyright.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/journalstar/copyright.shtml

	Local Disk
	PJStar.com - Journal Star News


	FPDNNLBCLFJEKABEJMJCDBEFGDPJLPHO: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f4: js
	f5: 10721

	f2: Go
	f3: 




