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Interstate 74 looks pretty torn up now, but massive overhaul is

just getting started
Monday, November 15, 2004

BY MATT BUEDEL
OF THE JOURNAL STAR

PEORIA - The landscape at the foot
of the Murray Baker Bridge has
changed considerably since second
stage work began on the Interstate
74 overhaul, but that
transformation will pale compared
to what the same area will look like
next spring.

Volk oversees the second-stage
contract in which the bridge that
carries the most traffic over the
lllinois River daily will be shut down
for six months during renovations.
That portion of the project also
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covers interstate reconstruction between the bridge and the Monroe Street

overpass Downtown.

"The vast majority of that work will be done between April 2 and October
2005," Volk said. "Right now, we are working on the new tunnel.”

During that same time, much of the interstate through Downtown will be
closed, with traffic routed through town and over the Bob Michel Bridge to

traverse the area.

Truckloads of earth already have been excavated from Volk's area
northeast of the Adams Street interchange, where one of two tunnels are
being built into the reconstructed interstate.

The second tunnel, which will feed traffic onto westbound 1-74 from near
OSF Saint Francis Medical Center, has been partially built and will be
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finished during the third stage of the overhaul in late 2005 and 2006.

The tunnel currently under construction near the Adams interchange will
move traffic onto westbound I-74 from Washington Street, under Adams
near its intersection with Spalding Avenue.

Volk said crews have unearthed countless boulders, parts of the original
Washington Street and pieces of foundations from buildings

long demolished while digging into and grading the ground to build the
tunnel.

"It's almost like a rock quarry,” he said.

Also uncovered with the sediment were piles of broken bottles and dishes,

or "anything that could have been in the basement of an old building."

When stage two construction wraps up late next year, $55 million will have

been poured into the area Volk oversees, as will thousands of hours of
labor.

Volk said crews will work six or seven days a week, on the job 20 or 24
hours each day, to complete one of the most daunting tasks of the
overhaul on one of the tightest deadlines.

file://IC|/Documents%20and%20Settings/EM osher/Desktop/nick's%20project.ntm (2 of 3)11/15/2004 3:47:31 AM

LLLeadmg
aﬁ yers

THE TOP LAWYERS

Click here
to view
the top

lawyers in
I1linois



http://www.pjstar.com/sports/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/opinion/editorialindex.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/business/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/entertainment/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/lifestyles/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/neighbors/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/special_sections.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/special_sections.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/images/index.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/advertising/classifieds/forms/classiform.html
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=165
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/result.asp?brd=418&CategoryID=1&PAG=308&ClassificationID=3&radiusmiles=50&geoloc=Peoria%2C+IL&city=&state=&datepub=10%2F4%2F00&andor=or&keyword1=&keyword2=&keyword3=&keyword4=&notkeyword1=&RecordsPerPage=25&x=8&y=9
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=1
http://www.pjstar.com/services/special/careerbuilder/index.html
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=168
http://www.pjstar.com/services/garagesales/garagesales.html
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=108
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=108
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=163
http://www.pjstar.com/services/jumps/mortgageratesclassifieds.html
http://people2people.com/default.plex?connect=PJSTAR
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=162
http://www.adquest3d.com/adquest20/search.asp?BRD=418&PAG=167
http://www.pjstar.com/services/journalstar/journalstar.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/weddings.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/contacts/contacts.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/internships.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/nie/index.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/nie/index.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/photos.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/births.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/subscriptions/singlecopy.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/subscriptions/singlecopy.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/sitemap.shtml
http://www.centralillinoisads.com/
http://www.pjstar.com/services/promotion.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/jumps/businessdirectory.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/journalstar/journalstar.shtml
http://216.247.167.209/feedback/feedback.html
http://216.247.167.209/feedback/feedback.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/redirects/lawyers.html

PJStar.com - Journal Star News

way? Do you have
a news tip, or a
question about this
story we didn't
cover? Or would
you like to write a
letter to the editor?
We want to know
what you think.

Contact Editor | Copyright | Make us your home page | Subscribe | Contact Us | Archives | Submit an Ad

© 2004 PEORIA JOURNAL STAR, INC. :: ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
1 News Plaza, Peoria, IL 61643 :: 1-309-686-3000

file://IC|/Documents%20and%20Settings/EM osher/Desktop/nick's%20project.ntm (3 of 3)11/15/2004 3:47:31 AM



http://216.247.167.209/feedback/feedback.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/journalstar/copyright.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/makehome.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/promotion.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/contacts/contacts.html
http://www.pjstar.com/system/search.html
http://www.centralillinoisads.com/
http://www.pjstar.com/services/journalstar/copyright.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/journalstar/copyright.shtml

	Local Disk
	PJStar.com - Journal Star News


	MHDBIIBDAJEFPLGMKMDOGHNNNKAKDPOF: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f4: js
	f5: 10721

	f2: Go
	f3: 




