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Monday, November 15, 2004

BY MATT BUEDEL
OF THE JOURNAL STAR

PEORIA - The landscape at the foot 
of the Murray Baker Bridge has 
changed considerably since second 
stage work began on the Interstate 
74 overhaul, but that 
transformation will pale compared 
to what the same area will look like 
next spring. 

Volk oversees the second-stage 
contract in which the bridge that 
carries the most traffic over the 
Illinois River daily will be shut down 
for six months during renovations. 
That portion of the project also 
covers interstate reconstruction between the bridge and the Monroe Street 
overpass Downtown. 

"The vast majority of that work will be done between April 2 and October 
2005," Volk said. "Right now, we are working on the new tunnel." 

During that same time, much of the interstate through Downtown will be 
closed, with traffic routed through town and over the Bob Michel Bridge to 
traverse the area. 

Truckloads of earth already have been excavated from Volk's area 
northeast of the Adams Street interchange, where one of two tunnels are 
being built into the reconstructed interstate. 

The second tunnel, which will feed traffic onto westbound I-74 from near 
OSF Saint Francis Medical Center, has been partially built and will be 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/EMosher/Desktop/nick's%20project.htm (1 of 3)11/15/2004 3:47:31 AM

http://www.pjstar.com/index.shtml
file:///services/redirects/cefcu.html
file:///services/redirects/icc.html
http://www.pjstar.com/news/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/sports/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/entertainment/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/business/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/lifestyles/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/opinion/editorialindex.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/advertising/classifieds/forms/classiform.html
http://www.pjstar.com/system/search.html
http://www.pjstar.com/stories/111504/system/search.html
http://www.accuweather.com/adcbin/local_index?nav=home&thisZip=61643&partner=pjstar
http://www.pjstar.com/news/random_acts/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/random_acts/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/ap_wire/withourtroops.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/obit_list/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/todays_calendar/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/services/jumps/lottery.html
http://www.pjstar.com/news/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/2004_elections/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/tri_county/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/regional_state/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/nation_world/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/ap_wire/withourtroops.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/obit_list/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/death_notices/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/police_briefs/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/AM_update/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/matter_of_record/index.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/phil_luciano/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/terry_bibo/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/brenda_story/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/word_on_street/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/word_on_street/
http://www.pjstar.com/news/illinoisgovernment.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/illinoisgovernment.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/federalgovernment.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/federalgovernment.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/inspections.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/news/inspections.shtml
http://www.pjstar.com/index.shtml
http://www.accuweather.com/adcbin/local_index?nav=home&thisZip=61643&partner=pjstar
http://216.247.167.209/fireworks/index.html
http://www.pjstar.com/services/redirects/insightbb.html


PJStar.com - Journal Star News

SPORTS

OPINION

BUSINESS

ENTERTAINMENT

FEATURES

NEIGHBORS

SPECIAL 

SECTIONS

MULTIMEDIA

CLASSIFIED

Announcements
Auctions
Automotive
Employment
Farm & Ranch
Garage Sales
Homes/
Apartments
Merchandise
Mortgage Rates
Personals
Public Notices
Recreation

SERVICES

Celebrations
Contact Us
Internships
Newspapers In 
Education
Photo Reprints
Report a Birth
Single Copy 
Outlets
Site Map
Submit an Ad
Subscriptions
Yellow Pages
More

Edit the 
Editors
Nobody's perfect, 
right? Well, the 
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incorrect grammar, 
things that don't 
make sense? Do 
you have questions 
about why we 
covered a specific 
event in a certain 

finished during the third stage of the overhaul in late 2005 and 2006. 

The tunnel currently under construction near the Adams interchange will 
move traffic onto westbound I-74 from Washington Street, under Adams 
near its intersection with Spalding Avenue. 

Volk said crews have unearthed countless boulders, parts of the original 
Washington Street and pieces of foundations from buildings 

long demolished while digging into and grading the ground to build the 
tunnel. 

"It's almost like a rock quarry," he said. 

Also uncovered with the sediment were piles of broken bottles and dishes, 
or "anything that could have been in the basement of an old building." 

When stage two construction wraps up late next year, $55 million will have 
been poured into the area Volk oversees, as will thousands of hours of 
labor. 

Volk said crews will work six or seven days a week, on the job 20 or 24 
hours each day, to complete one of the most daunting tasks of the 
overhaul on one of the tightest deadlines. 
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way? Do you have 
a news tip, or a 
question about this 
story we didn't 
cover? Or would 
you like to write a 
letter to the editor? 
We want to know 
what you think. 
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